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41. (SBU) Multiple Ghad Party contacts confirm press reports 
that opposition leader Ayman Nour was tranferred on December 
17 to the hospital in Mazra' Torah prison, just south of 
Cairo. Contacts advised that Nour, who is diabetic and also 
suffers from heart disease, was deteriorating. Nour 
announced during the December 12 session of his forgery trial 
that he was beginning a hunger strike. 


2. (SBU) A senior Ghad Party contact told us that prison 
authorities had sent Nour a prison chaplain to persuade him 
to give up his hunger strike. Nour refused, according to our 
contact, and instead invited the chaplain to join him in the 
strike. The next session of the trial is set for December 
924. Observers expect that the judge will announce the 
verdict and pass sentence on that day. 
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is not available. 


